
Greg Nickels
Mayor, City of Seattle

Mayor Greg Nickels, Parks Superintendent Ken Bounds, Seattle Parks Foundation members and
other community leaders at the dedication of Homer Harris Park. The park is named for the
beloved Seattle pioneer, athlete and doctor. Acquisition and development of the park was made
possible by Levy funding and a generous donation of $1.3 million to the Seattle Parks Foundation.

Parks for All!
What does an all-ages concert at Golden Gardens Beach have
in common with a new park at Northgate?  Or a third-grader
taking swimming lessons at Rainier Beach Pool? Or a teen
environmental project at Seward Park? Or a wooded slope
with a stunning view of Lake Washington and Mount Rainier?
Or a boisterous soccer game at the new artificial turf field at
Genesee Playfield?

These varied projects and activities all result from
your investment in your parks through the Pro Parks
Levy.
The $198.2 million Levy approved in 2000 funds an eight-year
program to improve the city’s parks and recreation system.

Inside you will find detailed updates on Levy programs and
projects. There is also a citywide map showing Pro Parks
activities in your neighborhood that will help you track
progress and get involved.

This year marks the 100-year anniversary
of the plan created by the Olmsted
Brothers, a nationally renowned
landscape architecture firm, for Seattle
parklands.  The Olmsted plan envisioned
a citywide park system that would
showcase and protect our spectacular
Pacific Northwest landscape while
providing access and opportunities for all
Seattle’s citizens to experience and enjoy
the beauty of their city.

The Pro Parks Levy allows us to continue
the Olmsted vision by acquiring green
space and improving key Olmsted parks.
The Levy is also a vital element of the
City’s growth management strategy.

I invite you to join us as we improve and
expand on the Olmsted vision for a truly
magnificent parks and recreation system
for all Seattle’s residents.



Thank You, Seattle!

We are happy to report that your support for the
Levy produced outstanding results in the first two
years in all program areas:
• nearly 1,000 grade school kids participated in

Learn to Swim programs;
• more than 8,000 students participated in Zoo

education programs;
• hundreds of seniors had increased access to

fitness programs;
• thousands of youth and teens participated in

environmental education programs;
• 30 tons of litter were removed from our parks

and natural areas;
• 20 acres of new park land and open space

were acquired, and
• work was started on 54 park improvement

projects, 12 were completed.
Your support of the Levy has made this possible.
Thank you!

Ken Bounds
Parks Superintendent

Serving 
Recreation and environmental stewardship programs funded by the Pro
Parks Levy make a significant difference in the lives of the youth, teens
and senior adults they serve.

Youth
2002 was the first year of operation for the Learn to Swim Program,
which offers vouchers for free swimming lessons to third and fourth
graders in Seattle public schools. To date, 941 students from all 69
elementary schools have taken advantage of Learn to Swim.  Also in 2002,
Pro Parks funding enabled the Department to expand hours and the
length of the  season at our extremely popular summer wading pools.

Teens
One of the most visible
benefits of the Pro Parks Levy
is the continued work of Pro
Parks Teen Development
Leaders (TDL). Each of our 24
community centers now has a
Leader, and throughout the
year the TDLs have developed
an amazing array of positive
activities, programs and special events that attract and engage young
people. Highlights in the past year included:
• Youth Appreciation Week activities held during public school spring

break (30% more activities than previous year)
• Arts programs at community centers
• Career and job skills programs
• Teen councils at most community centers and a Teen Leadership Board
• A $35,000 Teen “Giving Back” grant fund run by teens.

The Levy also funded a Before and After School Scholarship Program for
families in need and a $150,000 Youth/Teen Development Grant Fund
that increased partnerships with outside agencies and involved
“underserved” young people in educational and healthy activities.

Senior Adults
In early 2002, the Department hired two full-time staff for the Senior
Adult program, so that we now have coverage for each of the six
geographic sectors of the city. This has resulted in a significant increase in
program participation, especially in the area of fitness.

A Progress 



our Community
Protecting the Environment
The Levy funded the newly established
Environmental Stewardship Unit, whose
accomplishments include:
• Development of environmental stewardship

programs at all 24 community centers.
• The addition of a new environmental

component to our 20 summer day camp
programs (involving approximately 20,000
youth) that engaged campers in activities such
as tree planting, recycling programs, creating
habitat for birds, learning about water quality,
and cleaning up litter and beaches.

• Funding naturalists at Carkeek and Seward
parks who organized a variety of educational
programs and activities, including “Salmon in
the Classroom” programs, summer day camp
instruction and many special events.

Enhanced Maintenance
In 2002, the Levy continued to fund maintenance
above and beyond routine maintenance for
Seattle parks, natural areas, comfort stations,
pools and community centers, especially during
periods of heaviest use.
• Crews collected 30 more tons of litter from 60

heavily used parks, ballfields and playgrounds.
• We added 4,500 hours of custodial coverage to

our busiest community centers, resulting in
extra attention and cleaning during periods of
highest use.

• Heavily used sports fields and park landscapes
received extra attention from crews who
repaired “chuck holes” and seeded worn lawn
areas.

• Maintenance efforts for undeveloped parks or
natural areas, and forested parklands were
significantly increased.  For example, the Pro
Parks natural area crew worked with more than
700 volunteers to remove “invasive” plants and
plant native plants, and build trails in 12 parks.

• The tree crew performed preventive tree
trimming, and removed and inspected more
than 340 trees in three medium-sized parks.

Woodland Park Zoo
The Levy supports projects to repair and restore buildings
at the zoo, adds animal care and health staff, subsidizes
admission and
transportation
for those
Seattle schools
with 30% or
more of their
students on the
free and
reduced lunch
program,
improves the
security system,
expands
environmental
education,
increases guest
services staff
and enhances
the capacity
for web-based
on-line
education
programs.
Program
highlights
include:
• Education: Since the beginning of the School-to-Zoo

program, 8,760 students from qualifying Seattle schools
have participated. The programs, ranging from farm
animals and fabric, weather and organisms to soil and
plant growth, engage students in hands-on discovery of
wildlife and culture.

• Facilities and Major Maintenance: 43 major
maintenance projects have been identified and work has
begun on planning and building improvements. In 2002,
repairs and improvement work were completed at the
elephant barn and the Night Exhibit.

• The Levy has enabled the Zoo to consolidate and
streamline its management under the direction of
Deborah Jensen, President and CEO of  Woodland Park
Zoo.

 Report on Pro Parks Lev



Developing
our Park System

The Pro Parks Levy includes $102 million over eight years for 95 projects
to improve parks and park facilities, create new parks on undeveloped
sites, restore wetlands, enhance buildings, and improve ballfields and
trails. Levy development projects are not just quick-fix repairs or
services, they are substantial long-term improvements, most of them
identified as priorities in the city’s 38 neighborhood plans.

Planning and Construction
During the first two years of the Levy, Parks
project managers made remarkable progress
developing and improving parks funded in
the Levy’s first phase. Planning and design
work began on more than 50 park projects.
Thousands of neighborhood residents joined
Parks staff in more than 80 public meetings
to plan new parks or make improvements to
existing parks, playgrounds and ballfields.
Highlights included:
• Design work is under way on numerous

projects, including improvement plans for
South Lake Union Park, Bergen Place,
Cheasty Boulevard, and Jefferson Park, and
development of a new park in Georgetown.

• Construction work is under way on five
projects, including Bradner Gardens,
Schmitz Park, Judkins Playfield and the
new Greenwood Park.

Art in our Parks
The creation of unique, imaginative artistic zones or sites in parks is
an integral part of many Pro Parks development projects. The levy
will generate approximately $1.2 million for the One Percent for Art
fund to incorporate art into selected Pro Parks projects. An art plan
has been developed and potential projects identified. The plan
focuses on developing art within park settings that provide respite
from urban life and an occasion to reflect on and connect with the
natural world. The artworks will draw on nature and on the
character and patterns of use in each particular park. You can view
the plan at http://www.seattle.gov/arts/publications/publicart/
artplans/

Completed Projects
• Renovation of a playfield at Genesee Park
• Creation of a new neighborhood park, Ward

Springs, on the south slope of Queen Anne hill
• The addition of a new viewpoint and trails at

Lincoln Park Annex
• Redesign and restoration of Wallingford Playfield
• Creation of a new pedestrian stairway, the

Wallingford Steps, near Gas Works Park
• Expansion of the Sand Point Magnuson Park off-

leash area
• Creation of the Sand Point Magnuson Park

community garden
• Expansion and redesign of the Westcrest Park off-

leash area and improvement of the children’s play
area

• Expansion of the Roxhill Park wetland
• Creation of a walking/jogging pathway around the

Jefferson Park nine-hole golf course
• Expansion of the Longfellow Creek Trail
• Creation of a new shelterhouse at Lincoln

Reservoir, including a comfort station and
community room

Lincoln Park Annex Trail with stairs to 44th Avenue SW .

Volunteers join Mayor Nickels at
a Greenwood Park
groundbreaking ceremony.

The new Wallingford Steps provide access from
Wallingford to the Burke-Gilman Trail and Gas
Works Park.

y Programs



As Seattle neighborhoods become more crowded,
breathing room for people and green corridors
for wildlife become even more important. A key
element of the Levy is the acquisition of
property for new parks and to preserve green
space. Levy funding will create more than 20
new neighborhood parks and preserve properties
in more than 10 designated green spaces.

To date, Parks has purchased about 20 acres of property to
create new neighborhood parks and to preserve green spaces.
The properties acquired include the following sites:
• Northgate: 1.7 acres for a new park
• Central Area park, Homer Harris Park
• Green Lake: for a community garden and park
• Delridge: 3 acres of wooded hillside
• Thornton Creek: 2.7 acres along the creek
• West Duwamish Greenbelt: 10 acres to help preserve one of

Seattle’s largest wildlife corridors
• Leschi Natural Area:  a spectacular viewpoint

A Great Opportunity!
The Pro Parks Levy created a $10 million Opportunity Fund for
park acquisition and development projects that were not
already included in the Levy. In 2001, the Pro Parks Levy
Oversight Committee established a $6 million first funding cycle
and conducted a project nomination and selection process. In
2002, the committee chose 19 citizen-nominated projects for
funding. Almost all of the projects are under way, and 3 of the
12 acquisition sites selected for funding have already been
purchased. They include:
Fremont: panoramic view property
Mount Baker: view property
Ballard: property for a new neighborhood park

The process for allocating the $4 million available in the second
funding cycle of the Opportunity Fund will take place in
2004-2005. If you would like to nominate a project, call
(206) 615-0386
for criteria and
information.

Adding to the

Legacy

The Big Picture: A funding overview
As a levy, funds are collected and expenditures are made
throughout the 8-year term of the measure.
ACQUISITION
Neighborhood Park Acquisition ................................................... $16 million
Green Space Acquisition ................................................................ $10 million
Total ...................................................................................................... $26 million

DEVELOPMENT
Neighborhood Parks .................................................................... $52.8 million
Major Neighborhood Parks ........................................................ $23.1 million
Playfields and Facilities .............................................................. $17.9 million
Trails .................................................................................................. $  9.0 million
Total ................................................................................................ $102.8 million

ACQUISITION & DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITY FUND .......... $10 million

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP, MAINTENANCE AND PROGRAMMING
New Park/Green Space Maintenance ..................................... $  7.6 million
Environmental Stewardship ...................................................... $  9.7 million
Enhanced Park & Facility Maintenance ................................ $  5.3 million
Recreational Programming ........................................................ $16.9 million
Zoo Programming .......................................................................... $21.8 million
Total ................................................................................................... $61.3 million

USE OF FUNDS TOTAL ...............................................................  $200.2 million

PROJECTED FUNDING SOURCES
Levy proceeds ............................................................................... $198.2 million
Interest earnings ................................................................................. $2 million

Ten acres were purchased in the West Duwamish Greenbelt, an important wildlife corridor

Citizens Provide Guidance
Recommendations and oversight on Levy projects, project
scheduling, and the Opportunity Fund come from the Pro
Parks Levy Oversight Committee. This citizen panel meets
regularly and encourages public participation during the public
comment period at each meeting. Current members are:
Susan Golub, Chair
Russ Brubaker, Vice Chair
Susan Casey
Douglas Dunham
Philippe Jeoffroy
Cheryl Klinker

Marshall Livingston
Peter Lukevich
Joyce Moty
Jackie Ramels
Keith Rickards
Robin Maynard Seaver

Opportunity
Fund

celebration at
Flo Ware Park



Participate in Park Planning
When planning a new park or improving an existing facility,
Parks can have no better partners than residents who live in the
neighborhood and will be future park users. Thousands of park
neighbors throughout the city have participated in Levy park
and open space planning meetings. With dozens of projects
under way and new ones starting, there are sure to be
opportunities for you to help plan your neighborhood park. To
find out about Levy projects in your area, check the map inside
this newsletter or visit the web at http://www.seattle.gov/parks/
proparks/map.htm

Volunteer
• Volunteer through Seattle’s Adopt-A-Park Program to restore

or enhance a park or green space near you.
• Play ball! Coach a youth athletic team.
• Get involved at your neighborhood community center

supervising activities for children, teens or adults - from
sports to drama, late night programs to special events.

Call the volunteer coordinator in your area:
North and east central Seattle, (206) 615-0691
South and west central Seattle, (206) 684-4557

Want More Information about
Pro Parks Programs?
Acquisition Projects and Oversight Committee
Catherine Anstett, (206) 615-0386
Catherine.anstett@seattle,gov

Development Projects
Mareatha Counts, (206) 233-7152
Mareatha.counts@seattle.gov

Pro Parks Programs
David Takami, (206) 684-8020
David.takami@seattle.gov

Woodland Park Zoo
Gigi Allianic, (206) 684-4838
Gigi.Allianic@zoo.org

Seattle Parks Foundation
The newly formed Seattle Parks Foundation is another
way that community members are getting involved.
• In 2003, the foundation is hosting walking tours of

Olmsted parks to celebrate Seattle’s Olmsted
Centennial.

• The foundation has also raised funds for
playgrounds and park projects, and is sponsoring a
series of free concerts in southeast Seattle parks.

For more information, call (206) 332-9900 or visit the
web at http://www.seattleparksfoundation.org/

800 Maynard Ave S., 3rd Floor
Seattle, WA 98134-1336

You’re invited to get involved!




